About Hyperthyroidism
Hyperthyroidism
is a clinical
condition resulting
from the excessive
production of
thyroid hormones
by the thyroid gland. It is
common in middle-age to older
cats. In fact, greater than 95%
of the cases occur in cats over
8 years of age. It is usually due
to benign changes (hyperplasia
or adenomas) in the thyroid
gland. Cancer of the thyroid
gland can occur but it is rare.
Four options exist for treating
hyperthyroidism:
1. Anti-thyroid drugs
such as Methimazole
2. Surgical removal of
the thyroid glands
3. Prescription diet
4. Radioactive Iodine
Treatment (I131)

Contact us to schedule your
appointment or with any
questions

Phone: 717-652-1270
Fax: 717-652-1155
241S Hershey Rd
Harrisburg PA 17112
WWW.AHDCVETS.COM

Radioactive Iodine
Therapy (I-131)
for Feline
Hyperthyroidism
Offered at

What is I-131?
Pilling can be
difficult…

You don’t
always know
what they are
eating?

I 131 vs Other Treatment
(Diet/Medication)
RADIOIODINE I-131

METHIMAZOLE

Cures
Hyperthyroidism

Controls
Hyperthyroidism

Single Injection
Resolves Heart
Issues
Routine Follow-Up
Care Only
Destroys All Thyroid
Tissue
Stops Progression of
Kidney Disease
Longest Survival
Rate

Lifelong Treatment
Heart Issues
Continues
Frequent Monitoring
Needed
Thyroid Tumor Can
Grow and Spread
Kidney Disease
Persists
Shortest Survival
Rate
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I-131 is a treatment
for cats with
hyperthyroidism.
It is currently the
preferred method
of treatment for
most cats.
An injection of radioactive iodine,
as prescribed by Board Certified
Veterinary Cardiologist Dr.
Jonathon Goodwin, is given under
your cat’s skin, absorbed into the
body, and concentrated in the
thyroid gland. The cat remains in a
designated ward in the hospital for
at least 4 days until the radiation
level is low enough to go home. At
home, additional precautions are
taken for a few weeks to limit
radiation exposure from
your cat.

Most (>95%) cats are cured of the
disease with one treatment, a few
need a second treatment, and a very
small number have a cancerous
tumor that will require referral for
high dose radiation.

Frequently Asked Questions
.

